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SUBJECT: OAS SEC. GEN. ORFILA CONCLUDES VISIT TO URUGUAY 

1. SUMMARY. SECGEN ORFILA WOUND UP HIS NOVEMBER 12-14 WHIRL- 
WIND VISIT HERE WITH A PRESS CONFERENCE IN WHICH HE PROJECTED AN OPTI- 
MISTIC VIEW OF THE FUTURE FOR THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM. ORFILA RE- 
PORTEDLY FIELDED QUESTIONS ON A NUMBER OF THE IMPORTANT ISSUES FACING 
THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE NATIONS, INCLUDING U.S.-LATIN AMERICAN 
RELATIONS. RAW MATERIAL EXPORTS, AND SELA. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE SECRETARY GENERAL S 48-HOUR VISIT TO URUGUAY, WHERE THE OAS 
CONDUCTS AN $800,000 PROGRAM AND WHERE OAS AFFAIRS RANK HIGH ON THE 
AGENDA OF THE GOU, INCLUDED MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT BORDABERRY, 
FOREIGN MINISTER BLANCO, OTHER CABINET MEMBERS, THE COUNCIL OF STATE, 
AND THE INTENDENTE OF MONTEVIDEO. ORFILA ALSO MET WITH REPRESENTATIVES 

OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR. VISITED THE OFFICES OF LAFTA AND MET WITH 
OFFICIALS AND TECHNICIANS OF THE LOCAL OAS OFFICE. AT THE CON- 
CLUSION OF HIS VISIT, ORFILA HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE, DURING 
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WHICH HE IS REPORTED TO HAVE MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 
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3. LATIN AMERICAN RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES: THE NEW DIA- 
LOGUE WAS A GOOD CONTRIBUTION TO THE MECHANISM OF THE RELATIONS BE- 
TWEEN LATIN AMERICA AND THE U.S. FOR THE FIRST TIME, WE GOT AWAY 
FROM SPEECHES, FORMALITY, AGENDAS, AND ESTABLISHED A MORE DYNAMIC 
AND FLEXIBLE DIALOGUE. THERE WERE NO CONCRETE RESULTS, BUT IT WAS A 
GOOD CONTRIBUTION TO COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE AMERICAN COUNTRIES. 
THE PANAMA CANAL QUESTION HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE OAS BE- 
CAUSE IT IS A BILATERAL QUESTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 
PANAMA. 

A VISIT BY SECRETARY KISSINGER HAS NOT BEEN MADE YET BECAUSE 
MORE URGENT PROBLEMS HAVE HAD HIGHER PRIORITY. ORFILA DOES NOT 
ACCEPT THAT POSITION BECAUSE FOR HIM LATIN AMERICA IS THE MOST 
IMPORTANT THING. THIS IS NOT A QUESTION OF DISINTEREST, BUT 
RATHER OF THE PRIORITIES OF DR. KISSINGER. 

THE U.S. TRADE LAW DOES NOT MEET THE ASPIRATIONS OF LATIN AMER- 
ICA, AND ITS PASSAGE RESULTED IN A REACTION WHICH CAUSED THE 
SUSPENSION OF THE THIRD STAGE OF THE NEW DIALOGUE. DESPITE THE 
PROTESTS. AMENDMENTS TO THE LAW WHICH HAVE BEEN PROPOSED IN THE 
U.S. SENATE HAVE NOT BEEN CONSIDERED AND THIS WORRIES LATIN AMERICANS. 

4. CHARTER REFORM: THE NEWSPAPER STORIES CIRCULAING THAT HIGH 
U.S. OFFICIALS HAVE SAID THAT CONGRESS WILL NOT RATIFY A CHARTER 
WHICH CONTAINS INAPPROPRIATE CONCEPTS ARE NOT OFFICIAL STATEMENTS. 
THIS MATTER CONTINUES TO BE NEGOTIABLE BECAUSE THE CHARTER IS 
STILL IN A PERIOD OF REVISION. THE FINAL DOCUMENT WILL TAKE INTO 
ACCOUNT ALL POSITIONS. 

5. SFT.A: THIS ORGANIZATION CAN HAVE BENEFICIAL INFLUENCES. THE 
LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES WILL BE IN A BETTER NEGOTIATING POSITION IN 
OTHER WORLD FORA. IT IS COMPLEMENTARY TO THE OAS AND CAN BRING MAT- 
TERS TO THE INTER-AMERICAN FORUM. THE DIFFERENT REGIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS WHICH EXIST IN AMERICA DO NOT COMPETE, BUT IN THEIR 
WAY CONTRIBUTE TO THE INTEGRATION OF THE AREA. 

6. RAW MATERIAL EXPORTS AND PRICES: THE OAS WANTS TO ESTABLISH 
MARKET POSSIBILITIES FOR RAW MATERIALS OF THE MEMBER COUNTRIES. 

THESE WOULD INCLUDE MEAT, WOOL, BANANAS, AND RUM. THE OAS WILL NOT BE 

ABLE TO DEMAND OR THREATEN, BUT WILL BE ABLE TO DISCUSS THE ISSUES IN 
THE COMMON INTEREST. THE UPCOMING MEETING WHICH IS TO DISCUSS THE 
PROBLEMS OF THE MEAT EXPORTING COUNTRIES IS A GOOD EXAMPLE OF WHAT 
THE OAS CAN DO IN THIS AREA. 
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7. ORFILA'S VISIT RECEIVED WIDE AND FAVORABLE COVERAGE IN THE 
MEDIA. EL PAIS, FOR EXAMPLE, AFTER COVERING THE STORY IN DETAIL, 
FOLLOWED UP WITH A LENGTHY EDITORIAL NOVEMBER 15 ENTITLED, "THE 
PERSONALITY OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE OAS AND HIS PROBLEMS.” 

THE WRITER HOPED THAT ORFILA'S DEMONSTRATED VIGOR AND CAPACITY 
WOULD BE EQUAL TO THE PROBLEMS NOW FACING THE ORGANIZATION. 
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